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Happy Retirement
and on to the Next Phase

An Interview withKaren Beery
by Susan Hector

Il n honor of Karen Beery’s ret.i
recently to find out more about heath to Old Town. She told me th.
she “fell into” a <car eer,alhoughiit
would seem that thedil markers were there alreadty her academic
background in fine arts and experience in printmaking. She bega
college career athe University of Massachusettsut, after a severe
New England wintershedecided California was the place to be. ¢
started taking classes at Pasadena City College and complete
_ v Bachelors of Fine Arts degree at the University of SewthCalifornia

Karen Beery (USC). George Lucas, Tom Selleck, and OJ Simpson were attendir
Descendants Day Luncheon 2013  school at the same time.

After graduatingshe was a design and business partner in Design Works, a craft gallery and desig
in Pasadena. Moving to Cambria in 1988e began work at Hearst Castle in 1983 as a Seasonal
Trainee. At the timeshe was a single mother with three small children, holding dowmpéisttime jobs.
She was encouraged to interview for the State Parks position, and the rest igistanyended).

Over her next 18 years at Hearst Castle, she held several positions of increasing importa
responsibility. She gave tours to the public, revamped and oversaw the guide training program, L
the training manuals for the fouagtime tours, developed the training for the evening tour prog
oversaw the staff library, and served on several statewide committelesling one that creatediming
for Excellencethe manual for evaluating interpretive programs.

At Hearst Castleshe was also the labor relations liaison with 13 union shop stewards, and much
time was spent with staff issues. One of her most rewarding programs was with Elder HostieigHo
she was a presentor for five or gears. As she remembers, $bdolks were the best audience ever.

In February2001, she moved to the Southern Service Center in San Diego as an Interpreter Il.
there, she cavrote theOld Town San Diego State Historic Park Strategic Plan for Interpretatidmch is
still the guiding document for interpretation in the park.e Sfas also part of the team thatote the
handbook on interpretive planning, and has been part of planning and presenting multiple Ste
training courses at both the Mott Training Center andchtarConference Center.

Continued on page 2¢
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Happy Retirement (continued from page 1) é

In 2006, Karerwas recruited to come to Old Town as an Interpreter Ill. Her assignment was to imprc
quality and quantity of interpretive programming in Oldvio She found that living history programs we
presented in the park on Wednesdays, but not on Saturdays when the highest number of visitors w
park. Looking at the examples set by Sturbridge Village and Colonial Williamsburg, she wanteda@lc
to have a craft and trades guild program. Steve Van Wormer, who was volunteering as a blacksmit
Town at the time, suggested expanding the blacksmiths model to include other crafts and dratess
Fiber Arts, Quiltingand Soapmaking. Andhust oday’ s gwas bodh. Steves Hashbmen a strc
advocate for the program and helped launch several of the groups.

The first exhibit change Karemade in the park was at Seeley Stable. After realizing that the stag:
would not be intemeted at the restored Cosmopolitan Hotel, she revised the ground floor theater ext
Seeley. She eliminated the Victorian parlor setamal changethefocus to astagecoach office.

When the district curator retired, she was also assigned to be the collections manager. After taking
emergency management for collections, she reviewed the situation in the park. She started lo
upgrading the electrical system at Casabks$tudillo to improve lighting for updating the exhibits and
address her concern about a potential emergency situation at the adobe from an electrical fire. By L
an obsolete electrical system, Karen protected the adobe and its treasuré m@ggoas historic material
Karen is very proud of the fact that many of the objects at Casa de Estudillo have been created
craftspeople, both in and outside the park, for the exhibits (an article for another issue).

Kar en’ s p hatOld Bowmpvisitors sheuldthdve a high quali ‘t* '
experience that includes interactions with heritage craft specialists|
people spend more time with electronics, they lose the opportunif = ‘.J |
interact with others and miss the hamxdsexperiences that eme |

St at e Parks system’s charge ‘
buildings and sites. The guilds are protecting traditional cultgs
heritage, since crafts and trades areucaltresources as much as bric
and mortar (and adobe).

Yes, Karen has retired from State Parks. ,Bine is dedicated tg
completing projects to which numerous people have invested their
and energyas well as the interpretwvprograms of Old TownWehope
shenow has time to spend with her lovely familydahangout with us
making things.

Karen with granddaughter,
Miss Rion

MONTHLY MEETINGS

BOOT Board Meetingsare held the "8 Wednesday, 1:00 pm, at Café Coydimnthly Board Meetings ard
always open to the public. If you would like to speak and/or present a project, please contact thg
Secretary

The Craft Committee will meets the2" and 4" Fridays of each month9:00 am to Noon through th
summer months to keep up with the demand!!!

The Native Plant Landscape Work Partymeets on the™ Saturday of each month, 9:30 am to Noon n
theMcCoyHouseMuseum, Bring sun protection, drinking water, glovasd gardening toolg you have
t h e m..Ha whaswe have for the dajffo: contact Peter or Kay atdtownlandscape@@ssd.org
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Treasurer's Notes

by Deanna Turton

It was bound to happen! The month of May showed a deficit @73223 which is really not too bad sinc
the summer event Bedule is around the corner and-fupnt expenses needto be paid Charges to the
Wells Fargo grant weralsohigh, as May is the height of school tours in the park. On the income side «
ledger, we made$8,397.91 mostly due to sales in the Park Store and the daily donation average was-$
a good indication that summer is here! Unfortunately also saw another counterfeit pithich the bank
picked up when they recounted the cash deposit.

Expenses totalesbmewhat over $11,000 and categories over $300 were:

1$5,034.50- School Tours (This amount exhausted the two,@30 grants that we received from We
Fargo over the past two years.

1$1,070.60- MachadeStewart(BOOT set aside $50,000 for improvementsthat casa some yeat
ago. Thichargasovere foringrovetisplay items.

1$ 807.16- Park Stordinventory replacemeht

1$ 457.20- Internet(BOOT needed a new Clover machifidne company told Mary Jones that
would be freesince thevarrany had just expired. The adjustment will be credited next mpnth

1$ 362.74- Descendants' Day

1$ 648.68- July 4th(publicity)

1$ 413.56- Burros(care and stable repgir

Plus 15 other budget categorigsder $300.

The extensive @unty grant reprt has been completed and hadelivered to the Financial Office at thars
Diego County Office Building. Every year, it is a huge effahd this year was no different. The finish
product was about an inch thick! | would like to thank Gregg Giacopuzziifoenduring cooperation i
keeping his spreadsheets correct and helping me get this report done early this year

In thenext few months, Imight not be able to write my monthly treasurer articéss! will be having a very
busy summer with more travelthan usual My summer plans includettending a Navajo womanhoo
ceremony in Flagstaff, our granddaughter conhiegefor an extended visit, a falm wedding in lowa, and
finally a trip back to Mryland with our granddaughteXs of this writing, | am tying desperately to fit all of
these things into the schedule. Have no fear, | will still be keepen@®©OT accounts safe and sound!

From the Edi torodos Deské

Congratul ations to Karen Beery on her recent
committed to the ongoing success of the Park, and working with the guilds that she was instrum

creatingShe’ | | be abl e now!" choose her projects

On that not e, “retired” obviously does not me
Felton submitted a great article on the McCoy House (pagé@pparently, BOOT Board Member Sus:
Hector “twisted Bnhnsaatmtla; | but]| eshetcéotainl
from writing. In fact, hisikde pt h articl e wi l |l be continued in
ThankYou to everyone who contributes The Poppy Paperlt is wonderful to read about the fantasfforts
from Park Staff, BOOT Members, and Park Volunteeas| | coming together to
history!

Happy 4™ of July, HappySummerand Happy Reading!
Ruth French, Editor, poppypapereditor@gmail.com

(Deadline for submissions ik¢ 2¢" of eachmontfh or i ncl usi on in the follo
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Volunteers 1n the Park

I'm coming up on myneyearanniversaryasVolunteer @ordinator for Old TowrSan DiegadState Historic
Park. | have learned a lot of things in the pasdry and | have many mote learn Many things llearned
through department policy, reading Melunteer in the Parksianual, talking tosolunteers and staff, and m
f a v o trial ane errorl have come téearn that everyone loves ouarR, or theywouldn't be here. I've com
to realize we have in Old Town some of the most amazing, dedlicatenteers in the California Statarks

system. Our voluntesrpassion for early San Diego history, and in their guilds, are second to none.

When | first tok the position of Volunteer Coordinator, | was surprised to learn of the unhappiness, d
and suspicion aong the volunteers towards tharR, the Boostes of Old Town, and even amotigemselves.
Much of this came from past experiences, mistakegjmderstandings, and the fear of chan@eer the last
year, | have seen greatprovement in this aredut theras still more room to grow.

One of the most challengintpings for mehas been how to acknowledgfee volunteers. | steed to ask
volunteers about how they would like to be thankadwhat they do for the &k.| found out someemle
wanted a tangible item assgmbol of thanks. Othewa nt ed t o hear “ T hwahileothefg
wanted to heartiall the time.A few volunteersd i d n’ t  w a antreadlyrdyl indt cem if they were
thanked. For thee volunteers, just volunteering was enoudiave madetia point to always say T h a
You i n one way or anombhgr ofl obavehameka tydoeur sfootml
“hHankyouf or al | you dmaddadig diffeterecelitnhohestly faealike thedPk caes about
what they doBut, | still find myself gruggling to make serthat allof our volunteers knowhey are needed
wanted, and very much appreciated by not just me, but by the &ankell.

With190 volunteers and 20 different guil ds of
mentioned.However, here are just a few people to think about:

As you walk through the &k, you see many of the gardens that Sergia Castellanos, Nelda Harris, P
Clair, David St. Ogeand Kay Stewart tendn the Robinsen Rose Visitor Center, you sak the books, gifts,
and crafts.How do these get hereWell it s Mary Jon e thesaniteros tooselldireth
Par k'’ sMa&rnty're.job in the Park’s Store is an i m|
of funding for the volunteer programs.

Many of you have a TifType pictire of yourself inperiod attire. Without Catherine and ClemeSegura, we
would not have a Historic Photographwi@, nor would we have these great picturdhen we have our
Historic Cooking @ild with the Rogers sisters, Cate and Clafbese two yang ladies make great cowbc
coffee, and their cornbread and butter is second to none! Did you know we have gunsfoiihefl find
Rob Brandt and Doug Ruff hanging out in the Seeley Yard on the fourth Saturday of thetaikimigpnabout
the ins and ostoffirearms inearly San Diego historyHow about our woodshop¥ou will find Kevin Burns
and Sarah Elkindusing period hand toglslemonstating early woodworking to ourak visitors.

Again, these are just a few of our great volunteers here iiT@loh San DiegdState Historic Parkl am very
proud to be the Volunteer Coordinator for Old Towml 4o have the opportunity to work for and with su
great volunteersPlease know that just because an individual or guild is not openly thanked, italaesan
those volunteers or guildseanot an important part of theark community. Each and every one of ot
volunteers is an importapiart of the Rrk' s community, making the living history program akcial events
what they arg@oday.

Thank You All for giving us one of the most precious things you have: your time!
Tim Downing Volunteer Coordinator
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July 4th Updates

by Gregg Giacopuzzi, State Park Interpreter |

July 4" plans are moving forward towar@nother successful event at Old Town San Diego State His
Park. Under the direction ofolunteerskim Baldwin and Becky Halliburtonover six hundred activity
ribbons for the summer special events were completectiedly part of May 2017. Over fifty chigrpies
have been orderddr the pie eating contest, a crowd favorB®OT Board MembeBob Jones has agree
to assemble our new wooden wheelbarrow, purch&isen the Pennsylvania Amish.

The cake walk, @other visitor favorite, is in need of desserts to be given away as prizes. Please
cookies, cakes or cupcakes to the second floor of the Robinson Rose Building on Sunda$f)(aurly
Monday (July &). There will be two tables set aside for desseressack | y mar ked “ Ca
Eating Contest Please remember to cover your desserts when you drop them off.

Volunteers are encouraged to sigmin the next week, with Tim Downing if you want to volunteer your ti
and energy for the July"4speial event. The &k is still in need of volunteers for some critical areas
order to make the event the very best. All volunteers will need to check in, on the day of the even
Volunteer Checln Station, located in the back of the Robinsos&@perating from 9:00am10:30am. At
that time,Volunteer Coordinatolim Downingwill check you in and provide a free volunteer lunch tick
Lunch, snacks, and refreshments will be served at the McCoy House from 1:2@0pm. Parikg in Lot

F, behind the McCoy Huse, will be reserved for volunteers up untd3am. There willalso be parking
available in the Transit Center lot.

Remember, this event could not happen if it were not for the volunteers and the financial assistanc
Boostersof Old Town, Fiesta de Reyes, Wells Fargo, and the County of San Diego. Thank you!!

MARK YOUR CALENDARSfor STAGECOACH DAYS

July Events Date August Special Events Date
July 4 July 4

Games and Amusement3uly 8 Trades that Shaped the West August 5
Women of the West July 15 Days of the Vaquero August 12
Taste of the Past July 22 Twainfest August 19
Soldiers and Citizens  July 29 The West on the Move August 26

GARDEN VIEWS

Volunteer Gardener Jenny McReynolds recently brought plants to the garden that she tends behind
RobinsonRose Visitor Center, but she wasaid to plant them because the sprinklers wereorking well.
Thanks to Guyrafetto,Park Maintenance Landscape Technictae,problem was identifieds a valve which
needed replacing.Unfortunately,there is no money in the budget at this time for replacement, which n
the area needs to be hamditered. Guy showed Jennyiow to do it, bypassing the broken sprink
system. The only problem was that shsn't strong enough to turn the valve on and off!

When Jenny and Guy then looked at the othed gardens, he water wan't reachinghe middle Guy
diagnosed the problem as low pressut¢e found a leak and was able to fix it. So, Jewag able to plan
hervegetablsin the newly wegarden! Success!

A little later that day Guy came back wh something that would allow Jenmo turn on the water in th
gaden near the Visitor CenteBGhetried it out and it workedWhat a guy, Guy is! He certainly deserve
some attention for his good deeds, which are many!

(Paraphrased from an-mail communication to Deanna Turton franny McReynoldsvith permission from both
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McCoy House Reconstruction Archacology

By Larry Felton, State Park Archaeologist (Retired)

Why Archaeology?
The image park visitors most often call to mind for Old Town San Diego is undoubtedly the pla:
surroundingppui | di ngs. As charming and reflective of

be, much has changed since the -8 Century when this was part of the Mexican province of £
California. Many buildings have been constructed, demolishetl raplaced, and the land itself alter
dramatically. The wide, sardled San Diego River bed that bounded Old Town on the north and wes
been rerouted and filled; old fields and orchards in the flood plain along the river bed covered, andestt
bank along the terrace on which the town is situated graded to gentle slopes.

Understanding the evolution of this | andscape
planning restoration and reconstruction work like that exgmglin Old Town San Diego State Historic Pai
The people who prepared the General Plan for this park unit recognized this, and called for compr
research to provide the needed information.

While much essential background information can bengl@afrom study of historic documents (maj
photographs, written accounts), these sources inevitably leave gaping holes in the story, often i
precisely the detailed data planners need to design accurate building and landscape recreation:
undocumented details can often be discovered only by study of surviving physical remains of thos
buildings andandscapes.

Ent er archaeol ogy, a science that specializes
activities.

Old Town SanDiegohas been the scene of numerous s 3
archaeological projects since this park unit was class | * Mecoy R

SILVAS
SI{E

almost 50 years ago (1968). This article summarizes
results of some of the work conducted on Block 408, |
the site of the McCoy House Museum. [Eoting
information needed to accurately reconstruct the 1
McCoy House itself was a primary focus of the
investigations, but the work also uncovered a wealtl
information and artifacts attributable to other import
early occupants of Old Town Saxego.

Park Development Opportunities in Block 408

Block 408 (Block 46 on early maps) is situated off
northwest enaf the Raza. Itis bounded on the east by t
Plaza; on the south by San Diego Avenue (origini
known as Garden Street), on the ndsthCalhoun Stree
(historically called Fitch Street), and on the west
Taylor Street Figure 1). During the early years of th & e
state par k'’ s exi stence,- o w0 a0
descript parklng_lot_ used primarily by employees at | ————wte OLD TOWN SAN DIEGO SHP
nearbyCalTrans dtrict headquarters.

i A Figure 1. Plan of 0ld Town San Diego State Historic Park.
C on t I nue d on p a g e 7 e showing location of Silvas-McCoy Site (SDI-14298H).
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McCoyHousel conti nued from page 6) é

It was largely devoid of buildings, and was very much out of sight and out of mind in terms of park ope
and interpretation. I n the early 1990s, howev
a station adjacent to Old Towndught renewed interest in this end of the park. Construction of the si
called for rerouting streets and expanding parking and other transportation facilities. The presence of
transportation hub reoriented public access to the park, bringang more visitors through this area. Beca
of this shift, Block 408 became a natural location for a ddegjired visitors center in which to provide .
overview of park history; Block 408 was a veritable empty slate upon which to design a grand aaeednt
Old Town San Diego State Historic Park.

Reconstruction of the McCoy House for use as

to its size and location. The McCoy House was a very large, two story residence, built in 1.B869d3,
McCoy, a wellto-do county sheriff and later a State senator. It was demolished in the late 1920s to |
auto court (motel). Further, the 1977 General Plan called for reconstruction of the McCoy House
proved an important regulatory prgtasite for moving the project ahead. What was needed to proceec
the project was a historical and archaeological research program to provide the information needed -
the reconstruction, and to identify and protect other significant archaeallogmains that might be present.

Old Town Origins Reflected in Block 408

In 1769, the Spanish established their first permanent settlement in Alta California, a presidio (fortress
hill behind what would later be known as Old Town San Diego. Wais a full century before the McCc
House was built. Although the Spanish colonizers lived primarily inside the walled fortress for the r
years, soldiers and their families early on established gardens, fields and orchards on the flood pl&smc
Diego River bel ow. By 1821, there were report
and along the adjacent Mission River valley (Smythe 1908:99). As soldiers retired, some moved ot
presidio and built houses on the teganear their gardens. Smythe reports five houses were present
Town by 1821 (Smythe 1908:131). One of these earliest homes, later known as the Fitch House, wa
on Block 408.

While the nowfamiliar plaza and surrounding street grid was vestiablished by the mitid" Century, we
suspect locations of the early residences was dictated more by topography than town planning. La
show a pattern of ownership of building lots on the higher terfiaeeat the elevation of thdgza), with
adjacent parcels extending into the lower flood plain along the San Diego River channels. The e
someti mes | abeled “huerta” (orchard or garden
or adjacent streets were laid out, luher e were reportedly “ .thir
appearance and a few gardens badl y cCilytvisitedan 1&d
(quoted in Smythe 1908:134).

By 1840, Block 408 included a concentration
adobebuildings and walled courtyards belongit
to several families who figure prominently in tt
early history of the Pueblo of San Diedof.

Figure 2 including:

A row of residencesfronting Calhoun (Fitch)

Street

1 Aguilar-Serrano Adobe (at corner of thiaza;
built between 182-1834);

1 Osuna Adobe (granted in 1838 to Juan Me
Osuna, first Alcalde of San Diego);

Figure 2. Early buildings in Block 46/408; approximate boundary in re
on detail fromH.M.T. Powell sketch of 1850 (view to southwest) Continued ¢
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Mc Coy House (continued from page 7) é

9 Fitch Adobe (the house present by 1821 as mentioned by Smythe, owned by Henry Delano F
American merchant, after his infamous elopement/marriage with Josefa Carrillo in 1829. Fitch
wife owned a store and garden parcel across Calhoun $tiBleick 409);

1 Snook Adobe (built late 1830s early 1840s; Snook was an English sea captain who married |
Antonio Alvardao).

Facing Garden Street:

1 Maria Eugenia Silvas Property (daughter of Presidial soldier Jose Manuel Silvas. Property I
seveal buildings, substantial remains of which were discovered during excavation of the McCoy
site. She also owned a garden parcel on the southwest side of Garden street in Block 407).

Facing southwest corner of the Plaza:
1 RobinsonRose Adobe (twestoryadobe built 1853 by James Robinson, an American attorney

Each of these early properties has more complex histories than are suggested by these brief de:
more detded information is availablelsewhere (e.g. Davis and Felton 1996.) These lsan@re inherited,
bought and sold; subdivided and merged; and lived and worked on by different people over the next :
By the 1860s, however, all except those facing the plaza had been abandoned and the buildings f
ruin. In 1866, James MBoy began purchasing and consolidating the neglected Block 408 property, on
he was soon to build his home.

James McCoy

Bornin northern Ireland in 1820ames McCogmigrated to the United States. He joined the army and
sent to California in 1849. féer his discharge, he worked in the area as a surveyor and in other cap
and was elected County Assessor in 1859. McCoy was elected sheriff in 1861, a position he held for
10 years. He married Winnifred Kearney in 1869, and began comstraéthis residence on Block 408 th
same yeafFigure 3. McCoy was elected to the state senate in 1871, servegear4derm, then returned t
San Diego. In 1888, he renovated his house, adding bay windows, dormers, and extensive \
ornamentatio (Figure 4). McCoy continued to deal in San Diego real estate, and died in 1895. His
remarried and lived in the Garden Street house with her second husband until her death in 1916. T
was demolished in 1927 to comstrwhitch Yooawngr sd

|
.‘
I mmﬁv‘w‘
- M oy

Figure 3. McCoy House, prior to 1888 Figure 4. McCoy House, after 1888 renovatior

EditorGs Note:This article will be coinued next month, including a full list of references cited.
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THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE MENM

FIESTADEREYES
proudly supports BOOT!

Greaf Mexican Food! Strolling Mariachis!

Jeanne Ferrell

Cell: (619) 995-0787

ouidoor Dining! Folklorico Dancingy
19 Unique Shops! Year-Round Evenys!

619-297-3100 FiestaDeReyes.com

2448 San Diego Avenue
San Diego, CA 92110

coldstoneotsd@yahoo.com

The Boodters

are the gemo

of Ol Town!

~ Thank you for all that you de for our commanity ~

Discover OLp Town
WaLking Map & DininG GUIDE

KAneN SpRING * 619.491.0009 ¢ ALpHABETHOUSE@ATT.NET

BOOSTERS BOOT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

- President: Jeanne Ferrell (619) 5439057
QLDNWN Vice President. Gary Turton (619) 2220047
SAN DIEGO Secretary: Linda Jacobo  (619) 6020009

Treasurer: Deanna Turton (619) 2220047

BOOT Store: Mary Jones

“‘YOYA & SON HistorianGrants: Bob Wohl

Restoration Spec:Chuck Ferrell

(DEALER IN) ° Web Master: Bob Jones
PO"ERY Membership: ~ Susan Hector
Board Members: Cindy Furlong

Becky Halliburton

Imported & Domestic

Tom Young
Mexican Talavera Pottery. C_— >
Silver Jewelry. Poppy Paper Ruth French
Art Gallery. Editor: poppypapereditor@gmail.com
Mexican Folk Art and Crafts. BOOT Website: http://boostersofolidwn.com/
Mexican Dresses. Park Website:  www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego
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BOOSTERS OF OLD TOWN
San Diego State Historic Park

4002 Wallace Street

San Diego, CA 92110

* % % k% k% k% k% % * *x * *x *x *x *x %k *x *x %k % k% k% k% * % * *x * *x *x *x *x *x *¥ *x * * * *

Membership Application or Renewal

__$20.00 Senior (62 yrs. or older)/Single Student
__$25.00 Single Supporting Member
__$30.00 Senior Couple (62 yrs. or older)
___$40.00 Family (2 or more individuals)
___ $155.00 Life Member (62 yrs. or older)
__$55.00 Corporate Basic Membership*

(includes window decal and 1 month business card sized ad in The Poppy Paper)
___$130.00 Corporate Enhanced Membership*

(includes window decal and 1 year business card sized ad in The Poppy Paper)
____ Donation Enclosed (Or Gift in Honor of: )

*Corporate applicants only: Pleasenclose a business card or logo for inclusion in The Poppy Paper.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE # EMAIL
TO USE A CHARGE CARD: VISA MasterCard Exp Date: Month Year
M M YYYY
Card Number: cscieve: .
Three numbers
Signature:

Send to: BOOT Membership Committee, 4002 Wallace Street, San Diego, CA 92110



